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Introducing N.O.W. 
 
 
Hi, I’m Dick Gruber, Children’s Pastor.  In 1979 I began to serve in my first children’s Pastorate at 
Christian Life Church in Farmington, Minnesota.  After four years as a volunteer children’s church 
leader, helper, evangelist, and go-for, I was now being paid to reach children. 
 
I have always had a heart for reaching out to children.  From the first time I rode on a Sunday school 
bus, I have had a growing desire to see more and more children won to the Lord, Jesus Christ. 
Shortly after beginning this first Children’s Pastorate, my senior pastor asked me to make plans for the 
next calendar year.  I wanted to host a kids crusade, but a one time event like that didn’t seem to be 
enough.  I began searching the calendar for a free days in the summer that could be dedicated to 
reaching children.  With camps, conferences, holidays, and special church events,  I finally narrowed my 
search to a single week in late July. 
 
The challenge now was to figure out the best way to utilize that one week for the glory of God.  Thus, 
Neighborhood Outreach Week was born.  My dream was to reach as many children in as many 
neighborhoods as I could in one week. 
 
That first year, my wife and three or four lay volunteers joined me as we reached almost one hundred 
children in five neighborhoods.  I was in a small church and one hundred kids reached was a fabulous 
victory.  The following year, over seventy-five people from my church became involved, reaching close 
to four hundred children in fifteen neighborhoods.  The following spring, I moved to Oregon.    I tried 
the idea in my new church, but N.O.W. never caught on like it did in Minnesota. 
 
at the writing of this, I find myself in another church where our most recent N.O.W. reached just over 
1,100 children and adults in 25 different neighborhoods covering nine different suburbs.  We had five 
teams with over fifty people involved in them.  Add that number to those hosting N.O.W. meetings and 
well over a hundred and twenty people from our church took part in this most recent outreach. 
 
In 1998, a woman from our church suggested that we change the advertised name in neighborhoods.  
She felt that the term, “outreach,” may have been a roadblock to some who needed to attend the 
meetings.  As a result of her input, we came up with the concept of “Side Yard Parties.”  
 
What happens at a Side Yard Party? Clowns and costumed characters are sent out with normal young 
people to hand out flyers, literally pied pipering children in to the N.O.W. Side Yard Party location.  As 
children arrive in the front or side yard of a host home, games are played using jump ropes and large 
beach balls.  Children are checked in at a registration table and given an opportunity to win a door 
prize. Children are seated on a fresh tarp or drop cloth laid on the lawn and the service begins.  The 
party begins as clowns, puppets, stories, and songs are used in a forty minute Gospel service.  
 
Each Side Yard Party service follows a specific theme and concludes with a salvation prayer and prize 
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give-a-way.  Prizes are given away at each location so that children will be motivated to fill out a 
registration card.  These cards are used in a drawing for the prize,  then later serve as follow up cards. 
 
The following material is broken into three categories.  First there is a general section.  This includes 
miscellaneous photocopy-able sheets that can be used with any N.O.W.  program.  Following this I 
have included three complete N.O.W. services. 
 
Remember, all visuals, (such as words to songs, scriptures, or stories), should be enlarged, mounted on 
poster board and laminated.  I have not printed words to songs because of copyright considerations, 
but have given you information so that you can order these for your N.O.W. side Yard Parties.  You 
may want to consider changing parts of  the program to better fit your community or immediate 
availability of materials.   
 
So have fun as you reach children in your community right N.O.W.! 
 
 
Dick Gruber 
Children’s Pastor 
March, 18, 1999 
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N.O.W. Team Leader 
 
Now that you are a N.O.W. “Side Yard Party” Team leader, what do you do?  You are leading a group of 
young people into a neighborhood for a one time evangelistic blitz.  The members of your team look to you 
for spiritual leadership and practical advice.  You are their authority and as such provide security through 
your confident leadership.  You are serving in a pastoral role. Live by the question, “what Would Jesus Do?” 
 
Specific Guidelines: 
1. Be on time.  Team leaders should arrive at the church at least fifteen minutes prior to the designated 

team arrival times.  Your presence at the church when your team members arrive each morning/evening, 
will help the children’s pastor keep his sanity. 

2. Pray, read the Bible, live a Christian life.  Your devotional walk with Jesus will be put to the test this 
week.  Your team members, Side Yard Party host, and neighborhood children will learn more by how 
you live than by what you say.   (Gal 5:22-23  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.) 

3. Each day you will check to insure that your team has enough flyers, follow-up material, registration 
cards, and a grand prize. 

4. Count the number of team members who leave the church on your van.  It is a good idea to recount 
upon leaving the host home to return to church. These numbers should match. 

5. A magnetic sign is provided for each team.  Place it on the side or back of your van when you arrive at 
the host home.  You MUST take it off the van before leaving the host home.  These signs stay on the 
vans well when the vans are not in motion.  These signs should be laid flat while not in use. 

6. When your complete team has entered the van at the church, say a prayer of protection and guidance 
with them.  We will have already prayed earlier with the entire group, but a short prayer with your team 
will calm them, setting the tone for your entire morning/evening. 

7. Encourage your team members.   Proverbs16:21 The wise in heart are called discerning, and pleasant 
words promote instruction. 

8. When arriving at the host home, your team should stay in the van until you have talked with the host 
family determining where to place the equipment.  A family may want the set up in front, side, or back 
yard.  Remind your team that they are not to enter the host home unless invited by the host, or when 
needing the bathroom. 

9. Team leader makes all ministry assignments each day.  Work with your team to produce the best 
possible results.  Rotate the assignments as you can so that everyone gets some up front experience.  
Assignments should be clear in the minds of your workers prior to the beginning of the program. 

10. After van is unloaded, send your team members out to distribute flyers, in groups of two or more.  While 
they are out oversee the set up of your equipment. 

11. At the conclusion of the program, oversee the loading of equipment back in the van.  Some members 
can load equipment while others play with and talk to neighborhood children. 

12. Keep the to the suggested schedule. 
13. Have fun with your group. 
14. Upon arrival back at the church, leave all equipment on the van, (except on Friday), Check to insure that 

your team members have rides home, and report your success to the children’s pastor’s secretary. 
(Judie) 

15. Please hang with your team members until all have left the building. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Revised June 1999 
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Basic Guidelines For 
N.O.W. Team Members 
 
Never act or speak in a manner unbecoming of a believer in Christ.  You represent Jesus and our 
church. 
 
Obey the directives of your team leader.  The last thing we need is arguing or conflict among team 
members in a host neighborhood.  "To obey is better than sacrifice." 
 
Worship God with your thoughts, speech, and life.  Your faithfulness in this kind of ministry event will 
give you a depth of experience with, and greater understanding of God's love for the lost. 
 
Never wear anything that would be considered inappropriate in a ministry setting.  Comfortable, yet 
modest apparel will be worn by all N.O.W. members. 
 
Overcome evil with good.  Humble yourself before God and He will lift you up.  No wrestling, 
punching, or rough play while serving on a N.O.W. team.  Be kind one to another.  Absolutely no 
practical joking is allowed on N.O.W. teams. 
 
Walk with two or more members.  There is safety and power in numbers.  No team member is to walk 
alone.  Clowns and costumed characters are to always be accompanied by their regular human 
counterpart.  The human watches so that no child or adult blind-sides, hurts, or defaces the costume or 
clown. 
 
Never treat a child with disrespect.  We must talk with, and care for each child as if we were ministering 
to Jesus.  A child may have a rotten attitude, but we must always reflect the love of Christ. 
 
Ownership is a good concept.  Treat all equipment as if you owned it and needed it to survive after a 
plane crash in the desert. 
 
We are willing servants.  Whatever you see to do, do it.  Look for things that aren't done and for 
children who need special care.  Be a servant. 
 
Never invade a child's private space.  Wave and talk to children allowing them to approach you.  
Costumed characters and clowns can scare children if they approach to quickly. 
 
Our host families deserve our respect.  Do all you can to protect the property and integrity of the host 
family.  Clean up any mess left at the end of the service.  Be polite.  Say thank you! 
 
Witness to anyone who will listen.  We are primarily reaching children, but the opportunity arises each 
year to witness to youth and even adults through N.O.W. meetings.  Be sensitive to God and share his 
good news with all. 
 
(Revised June 18, 1999)  
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Team Schedule for  
N.O.W.  Side Yard Parties 
 
 
Morning 
 
8:00 am Team members meet at the church to pray and load vans. 
8:30 am Teams leave church parking lot for N.O.W. host homes. 
9:00 am Team unloads at host home, sets up, and passes out flyers. 
10:00 am Side Yard Party  program begins. 
10:43 am Side Yard Party program concludes. 
10:45 am Refreshments are served and team loads van. 
11:00 am Team thanks host and head back to church. 
11:30 am Teams meet back at church, testify, and disperse until tomorrow.   
 
  (Optional victory luncheon may be served each day.) 
 
 
Evening 
 
5:30 PM Team members meet at the church to pray and load vans. 
6:00 PM Teams leave church parking lot for N.O.W. host homes. 
6:30 PM Team unloads at host home, sets up, and passes out flyers. 
7:30 PM Side Yard Party program begins. 
8:13 PM Side Yard Party program concludes. 
8:15 PM Refreshments are served and team loads van. 
8:30 PM Team thanks host and head back to church. 
9:00 PM Teams meet back at church, testify, and disperse until tomorrow.  
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RULES FOR CLOWNS AND COSTUME CHARACTERS 
 
DO Show an interest in every child.  You are here to serve children.  Look for children who are 
wanting to interact with you. 
 
DON'T show favoritism at the expense of other children.  From time to time there will be one child who 
wants to monopolize a character's time.  You may sit by or spend time with a child who needs special 
attention, but be aware of other children around you and do all you can to make every child feel special. 
 
DO dance and make huge gestures to the music. 
 
DON'T dance and make huge gestures in the crowd.  You may step on a child and hurt him. 
 
DO greet and meet each child before the program. 
 
DON'T scare children by invading their private space.   Do all you can to invite the child to come to 
you. Do not rush �;up to a small child.  Your sudden appearance close to a child may scare that
child out of loving clowns  and costumed characters forever. 
 
DO listen to, and follow the directions of your team leader. 
 
DON'T follow directions to an extreme, thereby frustrating your team leader or fellow members. 
 
DO look for fun ways to improve the program. 
 
DON'T experiment with these during the program.  Always talk with your team leader before 
implementing a new idea in a program.  Most ideas are great and will be used.  Once and a while an 
idea may be inappropriate for the age level or the event.  Your team leader can help you determine if an 
idea is usable at N.O.W. meetings. 
 
DO wear the costume the entire time you are serving the children in a particular neighborhood. 
 
DON'T  take off a costume character during a program or while neighborhood children can see you.  
Kids love to believe these costumes and clowns are real.  Ripping off your costume head or clown nose 
in front of the child ruins an otherwise harmless illusion and may scare a child. 
 
DO walk the neighborhoods handing out flyers.  Be friendly and courteous to everyone you meet. 
 
DON'T walk alone.  A costume or clown character must always be accompanied by a real person.  
This person protects the character and helps with any non-pretend difficulties that may arise.  This is an 
outdoor ministry.  Do not enter neighborhood homes without the approval of your team leader. 
 
DO enjoy yourself in this ministry.  The joy of the Lord is your strength. 
 

DON'T go slap happy nuts in the presence of children or neighborhood adults.
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A Note To Our Neighborhood Outreach Week Hosts 

N.O.W. Side Yard Parties  June 21-25, 1999  
 

Greetings in the Name of Jesus! 
 

I am so excited about our upcoming Neighborhood Outreach Week.  You can see from the list of 
N.O.W. Side Yard Party locations that we are going to have an incredible impact in our communities.  
Last year our Side Yard Parties averaged 43 in attendance.  If that holds true this time, we could reach 

over 1200 people through this ministry.  
 

Let me take this moment to thank you for allowing a N.O.W. team to invade your yard and impact your 
neighborhood.  Your hosting begins during your Side Yard Party, and continues as neighbors begin to 

turn to you in time of need.  You will become, through your Side Yard Party, a lighthouse in a darkened 
world. 

  
I have enclosed with this note, a complete listing of N.O.W. Side Yard Party locations so that you may 
pray each day for this outreach.  On Sundays, June 6, 13 & 21, a N.O.W. Side Yard Party table will 
be set up in the church atrium.  Flyers for your specific meeting can be picked up at this table. Please 

map out directions to your home and turn them in at the N.O.W. Side Yard Party table.  These 
directions will be used by your Side Yard Party team captain in finding your home. 

 
Most of our Side Yard Parties are being held in the mornings.  The team will arrive at 9:00 a.m. to set 
up in your yard and pass out additional flyers.  The N.O.W. Side Yard Party will begin at 10:00 a.m. 

and run about 40 minutes in length.  Prizes will be given and the team will leave your yard around 11:00 
a.m.  The church will be providing refreshments to be served at the conclusion of the meeting.  You may 

add to these, but this is not required. 
 

If you are hosting an evening meeting, a team will arrive at your house at about 6:30 p.m. with the 
meeting beginning at 7:30 p.m.  In the event that it rains, you will receive a call canceling the meeting.  
This is a one time shot.  If a meeting is canceled due to weather, it will not be rescheduled.  Pray for 

good weather that week. 
 

If you have questions, please feel free to call me at the church.  God bless you as you impact your 
neighborhood for the kingdom. 

 
 

His servant, your servant, 
 
 
 
 

Dick Gruber 
Children's Pastor 
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IT'S HAPPENING N.O.W. 
Side Yard Parties  June 21-25, 1999 

 
N.O.W. Side Yard Parties are an outreach of  

Bloomington Assembly of God’s Children's and Youth Ministries. 
 
YOU CAN BE PART OF WHAT'S HAPPENING N.O.W. 
NEIGHBORHOOD OUTREACH WEEK 
    
How?  PRAY! 
 
Last year N.O.W. Side Yard Parties reached over 1100 children and adults in twenty-five different 
neighborhoods.  This year, we hope to have five teams going into twenty-five neighborhoods to preach 
the Gospel.  You can be part of this ministry through your prayerful support.  Listed below are practical 
ideas that anyone can implement in becoming a prayer partner for this year's Neighborhood Outreach 
Week, Side Yard Party program. 
 
* Fast during breakfast each morning and spend the time praying for Side Yard Party locations and 
teams. 
* Pick up a N.O.W. Side Yard Party locations sheet and pray for the host homes, neighborhoods, and 
N.O.W. team members. 
* Hit the mute button on your television remote control and pray for N.O.W. Side Yard Parties during 
commercial breaks.  By doing this you can pray fifteen to twenty minutes during each hour of TV 
viewing. 
* Take time with your entire family to pray in the morning before everyone leaves for work or play.  
Hold hands in a circle and take turns praying for the N.O.W. Side Yard Party ministry. 
* Take this week as a vacation week and come to the prayer chapel at church each day to pray and 
fast for N.O.W. and the lives that will be changed through this outreach. 
* Pick up the N.O.W. Side Yard Party locations list and walk through the neighborhood closest to you 
praying for the families in each home as you pass.  Pray that the residents will have open eyes to see 
God's goodness and ears that they may hear His good news. 
* Place the N.O.W. Side Yard Party locations sheet on your refrigerator and say a prayer for this 
ministry every time you go for a snack. 
* Attend one or more N.O.W. Side Yard Parties and pray for the ministry as it happens.  The morning 
meetings begin at 10:00 a.m. and the evenings at 7:30 p.m. 
* Add N.O.W. to your growing prayer list and pray for it as you do for other needs and ministries each 
day. 
* Place a N.O.W. Side Yard Party locations sheet in a prominent place in your car and pray for this 
ministry all week as you drive. 
 
Here are some specific N.O.W. Side Yard Party needs 
 
* Safe transportation to and from N.O.W. Side Yard Parties 
* Favor with God and people in the neighborhoods. 
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* Good weather each morning during N.O.W. 
* Health and safety for all N.O.W. Side Yard Party team members, hosts, and their families. 
* Godly wisdom for N.O.W. Side Yard Party team leaders as the week progresses. 
* The anointing of God's Holy Spirit on each person and in each neighborhood during N.O.W.
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N.O.W. Side Yard Parties are a ministry of  
Bloomington Assembly of God Children and Youth Ministries. 
N.O.W. June 21-25, 1999  
Permission Slip 
 
 
I, _____________________________________ give permission for my child, 
 
__________________________________________ to participate in Neighborhood Outreach 
Week, Side Yard Parties.  I understand that my child will be transported from Bloomington Assemblies 
of God Church to a different neighborhood each day, that in the neighborhood my child will be involved 
with other N.O.W. team members in distributing Gospel literature to total strangers, together they will 
present a Gospel program, and then the team will be returned to the church by van.   
 
Should my child suffer injury during this outreach, I give Pastor Dick Gruber, Pastor Darin Poli, Jamie 
Baldwin, Chris Book, or any other agent or member of Bloomington Assemblies of God Church 
permission to authorize medical treatment including the administration of drugs or anesthesia as 
determined to be necessary by qualified medical personnel. 
 
 
__________________________________    _________________ 
Signature                                               Date   
 
 
 
 N.O.W. Side Yard Parties are a ministry of  
Bloomington Assembly of God Children and Youth Ministries. 
N.O.W. June 21-25, 1999  
Permission Slip  
 
 
I, _____________________________________ give permission for my  
 
child, __________________________________________ to participate in Neighborhood Outreach 
Week, Side Yard Parties.  I understand that my child will be transported from Bloomington Assemblies 
of God Church to a different neighborhood each day, that in the neighborhood my child will be involved 
with other N.O.W. team members in distributing Gospel literature to total strangers, together they will 
present a Gospel program, and then the team will be returned to the church by van.   
 Should my child suffer injury during this outreach, I give Pastor Dick Gruber, Pastor Darin Poli, Jamie 
Baldwin, Chris Book, or any other agent or member of Bloomington Assemblies of God Church 
permission to authorize medical treatment including the administration of drugs or anesthesia as 
determined to be necessary by qualified medical personnel. 
 
_________________________________    _________________ 
Signature                                                                     Date  
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N.O.W.  Side Yard Party Program #1  
Service Order 
Theme: Jesus is the Way 
 
Open: Welcome, rules, prize give -a-way, pray, introduce theme 
 
Puppet Song: Heavenly Streets 
 
Song: Sing Shout! 
 
Scripture: John 14:6a Jesus said, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life." 
 
Clown Skit:  The Map/Jesus is the Way. 
 
Bible Story:  Lost Sheep, Prodigal Son 
 
Song: Jesus is the Way 
 
Clown Skit:  I Know The Way (suitcase) 
 
Sermon: Wordless Bag or Book 
 
Puppet Song: The Broad Way 
 
Close: prize give-a-way, invitation, Bible bucks 
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N.O.W. Side Yard Party Program #1 
Neighborhood Outreach Week, 
Theme: Jesus is the Way 
 
 Side Yard Party leader opens. 
 
Welcome:  
Good morning everybody!  I am so glad that you decided to come to this Side Yard Party today.  We 
came to this yard in your neighborhood today so that you could have fun and learn about God.  We are 
going to have puppets, and songs, and fun, and clowns, and stories, and fun, and learn about Jesus and 
have more fun.  I know you are all going to enjoy this today.  In order for everyone to enjoy the 
program we have two very easy rules you can follow. 
 
Rules: 
 Our rules are so easy even you three year olds can follow them.  
The first one is no walking.  Our Side Yard Party is only about 39 minutes long and I know you want to 
hear and see everything.  It's hard to see when someone is walking around so we want everyone to find 
a seat and relax and enjoy the show. 
Our Second rule is no talk.  No talk includes any kind of noise that would disturb the person next to 
you.  I know you want to hear everything the puppets, clowns, and helpers say.  No talk helps so that 
everyone can hear what is going on. 
 
I know you can follow these two simple rules, No Walk, No Talk.  We are going to pray and then I will 
tell you about our prize give-a-way. 
 
Prayer:  
It is so important to start with prayer.  I start everything in my life with prayer.  Why?  Because wants to 
hear from his kids.  He wants to hear from you.  Let's close our eyes and pray right now.   
"Jesus, thank you for this beautiful day.  I pray that you will bless every boy and girl sitting hear and 
every mom or dad as well.  Help us to have fun learning more about you.  Bless all of our clowns and 
puppeteers and bless the people who live here cause they let us use their yard for Side Yard Party.  
Help us obey the simple rules, no walk and no talk.  I pray this in Jesus name, Amen. 
 
Prize Give-A-Way 
Now let me tell you about our prize.  I hope everyone here has filled out a Side Yard Party registration 
card at the sign-in table down by the driveway.  All of those cards are going to be put in the bucket and 
in about 37 minutes, we will pick one name out of the bucket.  That person will win our Super Soaker 
today. (We used Super Soakers for prizes this year.  The big prize is dependent on what is donated in 
cash or prizes.  You want it to be something nice enough to encourage all children to register.  It must 
also be suitable for a boy or a girl.)  
 
I hope my name is picked, don't you? 
 
Theme: 
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Today, every skit and song and story will help us learn that Jesus is the only Way to heaven.  The Bible 
says, "Jesus is the way , and the truth, and the life."  People have invented all kinds of ways that they 
think will get others to heaven.  But Jesus is the only way.  Here to sing about this are our puppets. 
  
 
Puppet Song:  
Heavenly Streets (RPM, One Way Street Inc.) 
 
Leader:  The puppets have been asking if we can tell them how to get to heavenly streets.  Well that is 
what we are talking about today.  We can tell the puppets, and you how to get to heavenly streets.  
Jesus is the Way to those heavenly streets.  One thing we will do in heaven is sing praises to God.  Here 
is a simple song that everyone can sing.  Our clowns are holding the words for those of you who know 
how to read.   
 
At times during the song, I will raise my right hand and point to the sky.  When I do that, everyone 
shout, "Wooo!"  As the music begins, let's practice.  (Have the kids shout woo a couple of times.  This 
gets every child following your directions and working together.) 
   
Song:  
Sing Shout! Integrity Music, Sing A Long Praise Album  
 
Leader: You all did a super job singing that song.  Because we know that Jesus is the only way to 
heaven, we can sing songs like that every day, not just on Sundays.  We have a helper now who is 
coming to teach us a very easy to learn, Bible verse.  She will be assisted by our costumed character, 
Clint Apewood.  (Clint is a full bodied costume character) 
   
Scripture:  
Jesus said, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life." John 14:6a 
 
Worker:    Hi, kids.  I'm going to let our costumed friend, Clint Apewood hold this poster board with 
today's Scripture picture on it.  You heard me right, I said, Scripture picture.  We have drawn today's 
Bible verse in picture form so that even the little guys who can't read words will understand what it says. 
 
The Verse reads, "Jesus said, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life." John 14:6a  Let us all say that 
together a couple of times. (repeat the verse several times)  Now I wonder if there is anyone here who 
can say the verse if Clint hides it behind his back?   (Choose a child or two to try it and then have 
everyone repeat it one last time.)  Didn't those kids do well, Clint?  Of course they did.  Remember, 
kids Jesus said, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life."  He is the only Way to heaven.  
Leader: Thank you so much for helping us with the Bible verse today.  Right now, our clowns are going 
to present a little skit called, "Jesus is the Way." 
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Clown Skit:   
"Jesus is the Way!" 
A Clown Skit by Dick Gruber 
Clown 1 enters stage right carrying a large unfolded map.  Written in huge black letters across the map 
are the words, "GOD's WAY."  The clown is walking, obviously trying to read and follow the map.  He 
stops at center stage and reads.  
  
Another clown enters from the left carrying a foam-core sign with the word "LIES" written on it.  He 
tries to convince clown 1 to go his way.  Clown 1 thinks about it, checks with his map and points to the 
words, GOD'S WAY shaking his head no to Clown 2.   
 
Clown 2 exits only to be replaced by Clown 3 who carries a foam-core sign which reads "DISOBEY."  
Again, clown 1 is tempted but refuses while pointing from the map to the sky as if to say, I will go God's 
way.  Clown 3 exits. 
 
Clowns 2 & 3 enter with foam-core signs listing many sins around the large words, "MY WAY."  They 
try to convince clown one to give up the map, but he refuses.   
Clowns 2 & 3 walk off to the right and Clown A begins walking to the left.  He stops, checks his map, 
tips his hat to God and exits as an off stage voice says, "There is a way that seems right to man, but the 
end of that way is destruction, Jesus is the only way to heaven." 
 
Leader:  That's so good, kids.  Jesus is the only way to heaven.  Thank you clowns.  There are many 
ways that people have come up with.  They think that these will get you to heaven, but Jesus is the only 
Way.  Now our Bible Story Lady, Miss Darlene, is coming to help us with a true story from the Bible, 
God's Word. 
 
Bible Story:   
Prodigal Son 
(We have purchased flip chart stories from Bill Hovey Audio Visual Company in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  The artwork is fresh 
and fun.  We color it in and laminate the pages.  The Bible story comes with an explanation for each picture.  With practice, this is 
very effective in a yard.) 
 
Leader:  That was a great Bible story.  When one boy or girl accepts the truth that Jesus is the way, the 
angels in heaven have a party.  Each one of us is like the runaway son in the story.  We try going our 
own way.  All of the time, God, like a good father, is waiting for us to go his way, to come home to him.  
When you accept Jesus as your way, Father God welcomes you into the family just like the dad in the 
story welcomed his lost son.  Our puppets have another song for you right now.  
 
Puppet Song:  
Jesus Is The Way - This song is taken off of a Carman CD.  He sings with children singing in the 
background.  It is very nice for puppets. 
 
Leader:  All morning we have been talking and singing that Jesus is the way.  Our clowns are coming to 
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help us learn more about this.  I hear their music so here they are, the clowns. 
 
 
Clown Skit:   
I Know The Way 
A Clown Skit by Dick Gruber 
(Clown 1 enters stage right.  He is carrying a suitcase that has a label saying, "Heavnbound.")  
 
Clown 1: I know the way! (He laughs like it is a big secret.)  I know the way to ... (he looks around as 
if to speak so nobody will hear) ... HEAVEN!  I have it all in this suitcase. 
 
(Clown 2 enters and notices that Clown 1 is acting suspicious.) 
 
Clown 2: What are you doing? 
Clown 1: Oh Nothing. (he tries to stop laughing but can't) 
Clown 2: I know you are up to something.  So tell me what it is. 
Clown 1: OK.  I know the way. 
Clown 2: The way to where? 
Clown 1: To heaven.  I know the way to heaven, and I have it right here in my suitcase. 
Clown 2: That's ridiculous.  The way to heaven can't be in there. 
Clown 1: It sure is.  I'll show you.  (He opens the case and pulls out a super soaker.  He squirts a few 
blasts into the audience.)  See, Jesus is the living water and I have water so I'm going to heaven. 
Clown 2:  Jesus is the way all right, but owning a super soaker doesn't mean you are going to heaven. 
Clown 1: Oh, I didn't know that.  Well look at this. (he pulls out a ball and glove.)  I can play baseball.  
Anyone who can play baseball must be going to heaven. 
Clown 2: Wrong again.  Jesus is the only way to heaven.  Being good at sports may help you on planet 
earth, but it won't get you to heaven. 
Clown 1: Well... OK.  But this will do it for sure.  ( He pulls out a trash bag.)  I help my neighbors by 
picking up trash all over the neighbor hood.  I do lots of other things to help like, I fix my baby brother 
lunch and he wipes it in his hair, and I did laundry once but all of our clothes shrunk and our underwear 
turned pink.  And then I... 
Clown 2: STOP!  Doing good things will never get you to heaven.  Jesus is the only way! 
Clown 1: I see now.  I don't need this old suit case.  I just need Jesus. 
Clown 2: That's right!  Jesus is the way! 
Clown 1: I know the way.  (Laughs again) The way to heaven is Jesus. (They both walk off.) 
 
Leader:   You can know the way, just like our clown does.  You can't earn your way to heaven, or pay 
your way, or work your way.  Why?  Because, Jesus is the way!  In a few minutes, I am going to draw 
a name to win our prize, but first, I have something to show you, we will pray, and the puppets will 
present one last song. 
 
Sermon:  
Wordless Bag or Book - This and old Child Evangelism Fellowship device that is wonderful for 
explaining salvation in a simple way for children.  You can read about it and see an example in the 
Children's Ministries Bible.  (Also Available through One Way Street inc.) 
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There are five basic colors which you can be shown on a chart, umbrella, poster boards, cloth bag, flip 
charts, or even a neck tie on one of your clowns.  The colors are black, red, white, green, gold. 
Black:  
This dark page represents the darkness of sin.  We all want to go to heaven, but the darkness of sin 
keeps us out.  The Bible says, "all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God."   
 
Sin is the wrong that we do.  Disobeying, lying, cheating, stealing, disrespecting mom or dad are all sins.  
Have you ever been out on a dark, dark night?  Maybe there are clouds overhead blocking out the light 
of the moon and stars.  This is like the darkness of sin.  Sin, the wrong we do,  makes it hard for us to 
see the way.  We need a light.  Jesus is the light that shines through sin making a way for us to go to 
heaven. 
Red: 
This color represents the blood which Jesus shed for our sin.  He died on the cross to make a way for 
you and me.  I know that many of you boys and girls have seen programs at Christmas or Easter time 
which show Jesus being born or dying on a cross.  These are true stories.  Jesus really did come to this 
earth, live like us, and die on a cross for the forgiveness of our sin.  In Scripture it says, though your sin 
be as scarlet, (red), it shall be whiter than snow."  Jesus made a way for our sin to be forgiven by dying 
on the cross for us. 
White:  
This clean white card shows us that when we ask Jesus to forgive our sin, He is faithful and just and will 
forgive our sin and clean us from all wrong or unrighteousness. 
Jesus is in the business of washing hearts.  No, not your blood pumper, but that part of you which is 
dirtied by the darkness of sin.  He cleans us from the inside out.  When we accept his love, and ask him 
to forgive our sin, the way to heaven is opened before us. 
Green:  
The green represents the new life we have in Jesus.  Jesus doesn't just make a way to forgive our sin, 
but He also gives us a new life.  The Bible says, "if any man is in Christ, he is a new creation, the old has 
passed away, behold, all things have become new.  Jesus wants to give each of us a brand new 
abundant life in Him. 
Gold:  
Finally the gold represents heaven.  We all want to go there some day.  Jesus is the only way.  He 
stands at the door to your life today and knocks.  I know many of you want to let Him in.  He made a 
way for you to have your sin forgiven, walk in newness of life, and go to those heavenly streets. 
 
Like the runaway son in our story today, you can come home to Jesus right now.  Let's all pray 
together.  Repeat after me. 
 
Dear Jesus, 
I have sinned.  I have done wrong.  I have disobeyed.  I am sorry.  Please 
forgive me.  Wash away my sin.  I know you are the only way.  You died on 
the cross for me.  Please give me a new life right now.  I believe in you, 
Jesus.  Thank you. 
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By raising your hand, show me how many of you prayed that for the first time?  The angels in heaven 
are having a party right now because of you.  Jesus is your way to forgiveness, life, and heaven.  Our 
puppets have one more song. 
 
 
Puppet Song:  
The Broad Way:  This song is found on a One Way Street Inc. tape entitled, God's Way. 
 
Conclusion:  
Leader:  You all did an awesome job today, obeying our simple rules. Thank you for coming to our 
Side Yard Party.  Well it is time to draw a name for our prize.  Remember, only one person can win the 
super soaker, but all of you are winners if you learned our verse, "Jesus said, "I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life." John 14:6a   
  
 I want you to know as our prize person is bringing up the prize and your names, that you can come and 
visit us any time at our church.  If you attend church each week with mom and dad, don't go home 
bugging them to go to our church.  But if, you don't attend regularly, please come by and see us.  The 
name and address of our church is on the paper that we gave to each of you. 
 
(Draw for prize(s), hand out refreshments, play fun music while kids eat and leave, clean up your mess, 
and go back to church.)  
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N.O.W. Side Yard Party  Program #2  
Service Order 
Theme: Jesus is always looking for you. 
 
 
Open: Welcome, rules, prize give -a-way, pray, introduce theme 
 
Puppet Song: I can be your friend 
 
Song: This is the Day 
 
Scripture: "The Son of man came to seek and to save what was lost. 
 
Clown Skit:  Lost Teddy bear 
 
Bible Story:  Lost Sheep 
 
Song: Love Your Neighbor 
 
Clown Skit:  The Chair 
 
Sermon: Hats 
 
Puppet Song: Mary & Joseph Song 
 
Close: prize give-a-way, invitation, Bible bucks 
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N.O.W. Side Yard Party Program #2 
Neighborhood Outreach Week 
Theme: Jesus is looking for you! 
 
 Side Yard Party leader opens. 
 
Welcome: 
Good morning everybody!  I am so glad that you decided to come to the Side Yard Party today.  We 
came to this yard in your neighborhood today so that you could have fun and learn about God.  We are 
going to have puppets, and songs, and fun, and clowns, and stories, and fun, and learn about Jesus and 
have more fun.  I know you are all going to enjoy this today.  In order for everyone to enjoy the 
program we have two very easy rules you can follow. 
 
Rules: 
Our rules are so easy even you three year olds can follow them.  The first one is no walking.  Our Side 
Yard Party program is only about 39 minutes long and I know you want to hear and see everything.  It's 
hard to see when someone is walking around so we want everyone to find a seat and relax and enjoy 
the show. 
Our Second rule is no talk.  No talk includes any kind of noise that would disturb the person next to 
you.  I know you want to hear everything the puppets, clowns, and helpers say.  No talk helps so that 
everyone can hear what is going on. 
 
I know you can follow these two simple rules, No Walk, No Talk.  We are going to pray and then I will 
tell you about our prize give-a-way. 
 
Prayer:  
It is so important to start with prayer.  I start everything in my life with prayer.  Why?  Because wants to 
hear from his kids.  He wants to hear from you.  Let's close our eyes and pray right now.   
"Jesus, thank you for this beautiful day.  I pray that you will bless every boy and girl sitting hear and 
every mom or dad as well.  Help us to have fun learning more about you.  Bless all of our clowns and 
puppeteers and bless the people who live here cause they let us use their yard for Side Yard Party.  
Help us obey the simple rules, no walk and no talk.  I pray this in Jesus name, Amen. 
 
Prize: 
Now let me tell you about our prize.  I hope everyone here has filled out a Side Yard Party registration 
card at the sign-in table down by the driveway.  All of those cards are going to be put in the bucket and 
in about 37 minutes, we will pick one name out of the bucket.  That person will win our Super Soaker 
today.  
I hope my name is picked, don't you? 
 
Theme: 
Today, every skit and song and story will help us learn that Jesus is looking for you and me.  The Bible 
says, "The Son of Man," That's Jesus, "came to seek and to save what was lost." Luke 19:10  People 
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are always looking for ways to be close to God.  They don't know that God is looking for them.  He 
wants to find every boy and girl.  He is looking for you.  Some of you wish you had a friend.  Jesus is 
looking for you.  He wants to be your friend.  Here to sing about this are our puppets.   
 
Puppet Song:   
I Can Be Your Friend  (Veggie Tales) 
 
Leader:  The puppets have been singing about being friends.  Jesus is looking for you.  He wants to be 
your friend.  Jesus is searching for every boy and girl and mom and dad.  He wants to save us from our 
sin and be our best friend.  One thing we will do in heaven is sing praises to God.  Here is a simple song 
that everyone can sing.  Our clowns  are holding the words for those of you who know how to read.   
You can clap during the song.  The words are so easy.  Let's read them first and then we will sing.  
(Have the kids read the words a couple of times.  This gets every child following your directions and 
working together.)  
  
Song:   This Is The Day, Integrity Music, Sing A Long Praise Album 
  
Leader:  You all did a super job singing that song.  Because we know that Jesus is looking for us, we 
can sing songs like that every day, not just on Sundays.  We have a helper now who is coming to teach 
us a very easy to learn, Bible verse.  She will be assisted by our costumed character, Clint Apewood. 
   
Scripture:   
Luke 19:10  "The Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost."  
 
Worker: Hi, kids. I'm going to let our costumed friend, Clint Apewood hold this poster board with 
today's Scripture Picture on it.  You heard me right, I said, Scripture Picture.  We have drawn today's 
Bible verse in picture form so that even the little guys who can't read words will understand what it says. 
 
The Verse reads, Luke 19:10  "The Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost."  Let us all 
say that together a couple of times. (repeat the verse several times)  Now I wonder if there is anyone 
here who can say the verse if Clint hides it behind his back?   (Choose a child or two to try it and then 
have everyone repeat it one last time.)  Didn't those kids do well, Clint?  Of course they did.  
Remember, kids the Bible says, Luke 19:10  "The Son of Man came to seek and to save what was 
lost."  Jesus is looking, or seeking, to save every boy and girl, every big person from the hurt that sin 
brings.  
 
Leader: Thank you so much for helping us with the Bible verse today.  Right now, our clowns are going 
to present a little skit called, "Jesus is the Way." 
  
Clown Skit:  
 
TITLE: The Lost Teddy Bear 
Characters: One key clown & two -six others 
Props needed: A Teddy Bear for each clown 
Preparation: Each clown waits stage left while holding a Teddy Bear.  The key clown gives his bear, 
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with instruction, to a child in the crowd before the service. 
ACTION: All clowns enter to center stage.  Each one is admiring their own and then the other Teddy 
bears.  The key clown begins looking for his bear.  Others ignore him while continuing to compliment 
and admire bears.  Key clown, in frustration yells, "Hello people!  Listen a minute!"  All clowns 
straighten up themselves and their bears. 
 
Key Clown: I have lost my bear.  He is gone.  This is a bear I love.  Sure I have 99 other bears at 
home, but it is important that we find my bear.  Every little bear is important to me.  You look up here 
and I shall search the neighborhood." 
Clowns begin looking at each other's feet, behind puppet stage, and around kids in front row.  Key 
clown finds his bear and with dancing and singing, rejoices with the other clowns.  He then stops and 
reminds the crowd, "There is more rejoicing in heaven over one boy or girl who decides to live for 
God." 
 
Leader:  That's so true, kids.  Thank you clowns.  The angels in heaven rejoice each time a boy or girl is 
found.  Now our Bible Story Lady, Miss Darlene is coming to help us with a true story from the Bible, 
God's Word. 
 
Bible Story:   
The Lost Sheep - A Worker tells the story while another flips the pictures.  The Bible story comes with 
an explanation for each picture.  With practice, this is very effective in a yard. 
 
Leader:  That was a great Bible story.  When one boy or girl accepts the truth that Jesus is looking for 
him, and says yes to God's love, the angels in heaven have a party.  Each one of us is like the lost sheep 
in the story.  We try going our own way.  All of the time, God, like a good father, is looking for us.  He 
wants to forgive us and save us from the hurt that sin brings.  When you accept Jesus as your friend, 
Father God welcomes you into His family.  Our puppets have another song for you right now.  
 
Puppet Song:  Love your Neighbor (Veggie Tunes) 
 
 
Leader: Once you are found by Jesus, Loving your neighbor is so much easier.  Our clowns are coming 
to help us learn more about trusting and being found by Jesus.  I hear their music so here they are, the 
clowns. 
 
Clown Skit:  
 
TITLE: The Chair 
Characters: 3-6 clowns 
Props needed: A chair 
Preparation: Clowns stand stage right while one clown enters and sets up the chair center stage and 
announces, "The Chair, a lesson on believing." 
ACTION: Each clown enters, looks at chair, thinks about sitting in it,  announces that he will soon do 
this, but decides not to sit in the chair.  Here are some reasons given:  Legs may break.  Wet paint.  Not 
strong enough.  Could be a trap.  What if it is a doorway into an alternate universe and aliens there don't 
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eat peanut butter? 
Finally one clown enters and with a big show sits in the chair.  The other clowns gather around amazed 
at what they are witnessing.  The clown in the chair states, "I just believed that the chair would hold me 
so I sat in it!  That is faith in action." 
 
Leader: You can trust in Jesus today.  You can believe in Jesus just like our clown does.  You can't 
earn your way to heaven, or pay your way, or work your way.  Why?  Because, Jesus is already 
looking for you.  He wants to forgive and to save you.  He wants to be your friend.  Just ask him today! 
In a few minutes, I am going to draw a name to win our prize, but first, I have something to show you, 
we will pray, and the puppets will present one last song. 
 
Sermon:  
Hats - GOD REMOVES SIN 
 
I am wearing this ugly dirty ripped up hat.  Now I can change hats easy enough, but if my life is dirty 
with sin, I can't change that alone.  I need help.  I've asked one of the kids to come up and help me 
today.  He will remove the old hat and give me a new one.  Will you do that now? (Kid does it.)  All I 
had to do was ask.  All you have to do is ask and Jesus will forgive your sin.  he will remove that old sin 
and replace it with a new life.  He will save you from sin today. 
 
PRAY: I would like you to pray with me today.  Let's ask Jesus to save us from sin.  he has been 
looking for each one of us.  He is on a search and rescue mission for you today.  Let's ask him to 
remove that old sin, save us from it, and give us new life in Him. 
 
Dear Jesus, 
I have sinned.  I have done wrong.  I have disobeyed.  I am sorry.  Please 
forgive me.  Wash away my sin.  I know you are the only way.  You died on 
the cross for me.  Please give me a new life right now.  I believe in you, 
Jesus.  Thank you. 
 
By raising your hand, show me how many of you prayed that for the first time?  The angels in heaven 
are having a party right now because of you.  Jesus has found you, giving you a way to forgiveness, life, 
and heaven.  As our workers are handing out a special paper for each of you, our puppets have one 
more song. 
 
 
Puppet Song: Mary and Joseph Theme (RPM 2, One Way Street Inc.) 
 
Conclusion and Prize give-a-way  
Leader: You all did a wonderful job today, obeying our simple rules.  Thank you for coming to 
Neighborhood Outreach Week.  Well it is time to draw a name for our prize.  Remember, only one 
person can win the super soaker, but all of you are winners if you learned our verse,  
Luke 19:10  "The Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost."    
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I want you to know as our prize person is bringing up the prize and your names, that you can come and 
visit us any time at our church.  If you attend church each week with mom and dad, don't go home 

bugging them to go to our church.  But if, you don't attend regularly, please come by and see us.  The 
name and address of our church is on the paper that we gave to each of you. 

 
(Draw for prize(s), hand out refreshments, play fun music while kids eat and leave, clean up your mess, 

and go back to church.) 
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N.O.W. Side Yard Party  Program #3  
Service Order 

Theme: Jesus Loves You! 
 
Open: Welcome, rules, prize give -a-way, pray, introduce 
theme 
 
Puppet Song: I Love The Lord 
 
Song: Clap Your Hands 
 
Scripture: We love him, because he first loved us. 
 
Clown Skit:  Somebody Loves You 
 
Bible Story:  Good Samaritan 
 
Puppet Song:  I’m A Believer 
 
Clown Skit:  You First 
 
Sermon: Changes 
 
Puppet Song: Mary & Joseph Song 
 
Close: prize give-a-way, invitation, Bible bucks
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N.O.W. Side Yard Party Program #3 
Neighborhood Outreach Week 
Theme: Jesus love you! 
 
 Side Yard Party leader opens. 
 
Welcome: 
Good morning everybody!  I am so glad that you decided to come to the Side Yard Party today.  We 
came to this yard in your neighborhood today so that you could have fun and learn about God.  We are 
going to have puppets, and songs, and fun, and clowns, and stories, and fun, and learn about Jesus and 
have more fun.  I know you are all going to enjoy this today.  In order for everyone to enjoy the 
program we have two very easy rules you can follow. 
 
Rules: 
Our rules are so easy even you three year olds can follow them.  The first one is no walking.  Our Side 
Yard Party program is only about 39 minutes long and I know you want to hear and see everything.  It's 
hard to see when someone is walking around so we want everyone to find a seat and relax and enjoy 
the show. 
Our Second rule is no talk.  No talk includes any kind of noise that would disturb the person next to 
you.  I know you want to hear everything the puppets, clowns, and helpers say.  No talk helps so that 
everyone can hear what is going on. 
 
I know you can follow these two simple rules, No Walk, No Talk.  We are going to pray and then I will 
tell you about our prize give-a-way. 
 
Prayer:  
It is so important to start with prayer.  I start everything in my life with prayer.  Why?  Because wants to 
hear from his kids.  He wants to hear from you.  Let's close our eyes and pray right now.   
"Jesus, thank you for this beautiful day.  I pray that you will bless every boy and girl sitting hear and 
every mom or dad as well.  Help us to have fun learning more about you.  Bless all of our clowns and 
puppeteers and bless the people who live here cause they let us use their yard for Side Yard Party.  
Help us obey the simple rules, no walk and no talk.  I pray this in Jesus name, Amen. 
 
Prize: 
Now let me tell you about our prize.  I hope everyone here has filled out a Side Yard Party registration 
card at the sign-in table down by the driveway.  All of those cards are going to be put in the bucket and 
in about 37 minutes, we will pick one name out of the bucket.  That person will win our Super Soaker 
today.  
I hope my name is picked, don't you? 
 
Theme: 
Today, every skit and song and story will help us learn that Jesus loves you and me.  The Bible says, 
“We love him,” that’s Jesus, “because he first loved us.”  People are always looking for ways to earn 
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God’s love.  They don't know that God has loved them and us from the beginning of time.  He wants to 
find every boy and girl.  He is looking for you.  Some of you wish you had a friend.  Jesus is looking for 
you.  He wants to be your friend.  Here to sing about this are our puppets.   
 
Puppet Song:   
I Love The Lord, Redeeming The Oldies, Joyful Heart Music 1996 
 
Leader:  The puppets have been singing about God’s love. We love him because he first loved us.  
Jesus is loves you.  Jesus loves every boy and girl and mom and dad.  He wants to save us from our sin 
and be our best friend.  He loves you so much that he wants to spend eternity in heaven with you.  One 
thing we will do in heaven is sing praises to God.  Here is a simple song that everyone can sing.  Our 
clowns  are holding the words for those of you who know how to read.  
  
You can clap during the song.  The words are so easy.  Let's read them first and then we will sing.  
(Have the kids read the words a couple of times.  This gets every child following your directions and 
working together.)  
  
Song:   Clap Your Hands,  Integrity Music, Sing-A-Long Praise Album 
  
Leader:  You all did a super job singing that song.  Because we know that Jesus loves us, we can sing 
songs like that every day, not just on Sundays.  We have a helper now who is coming to teach us a very 
easy to learn, Bible verse.  She will be assisted by our costumed character, Clint Apewood. 
   
Scripture:   
“We love him, because he first loved us.” 
 
Worker:  Hi, kids. I'm going to let our costumed friend, Clint Apewood hold this poster board with 
today's Scripture Picture on it.  You heard me right, I said, Scripture Picture.  We have drawn today's 
Bible verse in picture form so that even the little guys who can't read words will understand what it says. 
 
The Verse reads, We love him, because he first loved us.   Let us all say that together a couple of times. 
(repeat the verse several times)  Now I wonder if there is anyone here who can say the verse if Clint 
hides it behind his back?   (Choose a child or two to try it and then have everyone repeat it one last 
time.)  Didn't those kids do well, Clint?  Of course they did.  Remember, kids the Bible says, We love 
him, because he first loved us.   Jesus loves every boy, girl, and every big person.  He wants to save us 
from the hurt that sin brings.  
 
Leader: Thank you so much for helping us with the Bible verse today.  Right now, our clowns are going 
to present a little skit called, "Jesus is the Way." 
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Clown Skit:  
 
TITLE: Somebody Loves You 
Characters: One key clown & two -six others 
Props needed: Fishing pole, chair, 
 
Lead clown enters to music, finds a likely spot, and sits down to do some fishing. 
An offstage voice then says, “Somebody loves you!”  He looks around, thinks maybe a fish said it, 
shrugs his shoulders, and continues fishing. 
 
Other clowns enter excited.  They have a secret.  Each one takes a turn interrupting the fishing clown 
with, “Somebody loves you!”  Finally he asks, “Who loves me?” To which they all say together, “Jesus 
loves you.”  He gets excited, hands his fishing pole to another clown and says, “I can’t keep this to 
myself.  Hey kids!  Somebody loves you!  Jesus loves you!”  They all laugh and celebrate as they leave. 
 
 
Leader:  That's so true, kids. Somebody does love each one of you.  Jesus loves you!  Thank you 
clowns.  The angels in heaven rejoice each time a boy or girl decides to accept God’s love.  Now our 
Bible Story Lady, Miss Darlene is coming to help us with a true story from the Bible, God's Word. 
 
Bible Story:   
The Good Samaritan - A Worker tells the story while another flips the pictures.  The Bible story comes 
with an explanation for each picture.  With practice, this is very effective in a yard. 
 
Leader:  That was a great Bible story.  When one boy or girl accepts the truth that Jesus loves them, it is 
a lot easier to love other people.   Each one of us is like the beat up and robbed guy in the story.  We 
need a good Samaritan to help.  Jesus is that good Samaritan.  He loves us so much that he died on a 
cross to save us from our sin.   He wants to forgive us and save us from the hurt that sin brings.  When 
you accept Jesus’ love, Father God welcomes you into His family.  Our puppets have another song for 
you right now.  
 
Puppet Song:   
God’s Love, One Way Street Inc. 
 
Leader: Once you are found by Jesus, Loving your neighbor is so much easier.  Our clowns are coming 
to help us learn more about trusting and being found by Jesus.  I hear the music so here are the clowns 
in a skit entitled, “You First!” 
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Clown Skit:  
 
TITLE: You First 
Characters: All Clowns 
Props needed: airplane, ball, bucket  
Preparation: Clowns stand stage right while one clown enters.  He looks around and says, “What a 
beautiful day!”  
 
ACTION:  Other clowns enter two at a time with the props.  The two stop as they get close to the lead 
clown.  The two are sort of arguing.  “You first.”  “No, No, No, I insist, you go first.”  No, I just can’t.  
If I go first, I may break a nail, or stub my little toe.  You go first.”  (Other reasons can be add-libbed.)  
Each twosome, is then interrupted by the lead clown who asks permission to see the prop and then uses 
it properly.  The two other clowns are amazed that he could do it.  They pick up the prop and as they 
exit, use it properly as well while talking about how he had the nerve to go first.  After three props have 
been used, the lead clown stops, looks at the audience and says, “God went first when he showed us 
his love.  It’s our turn now.” 
 
Leader: You can take a turn at loving God today.  You can believe in Jesus just like our clown does.  
God has been going first for a long time.  He has loved you all of your life.  He wants to forgive and to 
save you.  He wants to be your friend.  Just ask him today! 
In a few minutes, I am going to draw a name to win our prize, but first, I have something to show you, 
we will pray, and the puppets will present one last song. 
 
Sermon:  
God’s love changes us. (change bag, dirty silk, clean silk) 
I want to show you that God’s love can change you.  What I am about to do, any one here could do.  
You can read about it at the library.  If you know the trick, please be quiet so that others who haven’t 
learned it can enjoy it.  I have a girl holding this dirty old silk cloth right now.  That cloth reminds of our 
sin.  Sin is all the wrong that we do.   (give examples)  The Bible says that our goodness, or 
righteousness is like a filthy old rag.  (Show empty bag) I am going to let our helper place the rag in this 
bag.  As she does, I want you to remember that God’s love is greater than our sin.  Jesus, God’s only 
Son loved us so much that he gave his life for our sin.  His sacrifice wipes our sin clean.  (silk is now 
changed in bag.  Have helper reach in and pull it out.) God wants to clean our hearts with his love 
today.  Thank you for helping, you may sit down. 
PRAYER: 
I would like everyone to pray with me today.  Let's ask Jesus to save us from sin.  He has been loving 
each one of us all of our lives.  Let’s accept his love.  Let's ask him to remove that old sin, save us from 
it, and give us new life in Him. 
 
Dear Jesus, 
I have sinned.  I have done wrong.  I have disobeyed.  I am sorry.  Please 
forgive me.  Wash away my sin.  I know you are the only way.  You died on 
the cross for me.  Please give me a new life right now.  I believe in you, 
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Jesus.  Thank you. 
 
By raising your hand, show me how many of you prayed that for the first time?  The angels in heaven 
are having a party right now because of you.  Jesus loves you, giving you a way to forgiveness, life, and 
heaven.  Now that you have accepted his love, you can share it with others.  As our workers are 
handing out a special paper for each of you, our puppets have one more song. 
 
 
Puppet Song: Mary and Joseph Theme (RPM 2, One Way Street Inc.) 
 
Conclusion and Prize give-a-way  
Leader: You all did a wonderful job today, obeying our simple rules.  Thank you for coming to our Side 
Yard Party.  It is time to draw a name for our prize.  Remember, only one person can win the super 
soaker, but all of you are winners if you learned our verse,  
We love him, because he first loved us.    
 
 I want you to know as our prize person is bringing up the prize and your names, that you can come and 
visit us any time at our church.  If you attend church each week with mom and dad, don't go home 
bugging them to go to our church.  But if, you don't attend regularly, please come by and see us.  The 
name and address of our church is on the paper that we gave to each of you. 
 
(Draw for prize(s), hand out refreshments, play fun music while kids eat and leave, clean up your mess, 
and go back to church.)
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(The following is a sample of our follow-up note sent to each child in attendance) 
 

A Note For You! 
From: Side Yard Party Headquarters 

 
 
Hey There! 
I am so glad you got to attend a Side Yard Party in your neighborhood during the week of July 20-24.  
I hope you enjoyed the clowns, puppets and stories.   
At the N.O.W. meeting you learned that Jesus is always looking for you.  Now that he has found you, 
Jesus wants to help you grow each day.   
If you ever need a friend, call me at Bloomington Assemblies Of God Church at 854-1100.  God loves 
you and I do too. 
 
 
 
 
Dick Gruber 
Children's Pastor  
Bloomington Assembly Of God Church 
8600 Bloomington Avenue South 
Bloomington, MN 55425   


